
Year 6 - What does the census tell us about our local area?

™© Kapow Primary  2022 

census An official survey of the population which is carried 
out every ten years.

enumerator A person employed to collect census forms and enter 
the data into an enumeration book.

head of 
household

The person who earns money to support a household 
and makes important family decisions.

governess A person employed to teach a child in their home.

inference A conclusion reached by using evidence.

observation A statement based on something seen or heard.

occupation A person's job or profession.

scholar A term used on the census to mean someone attending 
school or a child.

suffragette A woman who campaigned for the right to vote.

Birth, marriage and death records 
also give extra information such 
as who witnessed marriages and 

people's occupations.

Local newspapers are a valuable 
source of information on the local 
area. They reflect the period in 

which they were written and provide 
details about local people and 

significant events.

Old maps or 
plans of the 

local area show 
what it was 

like in the past 
and allow you 
to identify how 
your local area 
has changed.

What sources can you use to find out about 
your local area?

The census is a survey collecting information 
from every household in the country. It can 

be used to focus on specific people and 
places or to identify changes in a particular 
household over a period of time. It contains 
information about people such as names, 
ages, occupations, places of birth, their 

relationship to the head of household and 
the number of rooms in a dwelling. 
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The History of the Census timeline

1800 1820 1840 1860 1880 1900 1920 1940 1960 1980 2000 2020

Mesolithic 
1801

The first 
census to be 
completed was 
a simple head 

count.

Mesolithic 
1841

Enumerators 
delivered forms 

for each 
household to 

fill in.

1851
The census 

asked for extra 
details.

1891
An additional 
question about 
the number of 
rooms in a 

household was 
added to the 

census.

1931
The census was 
destroyed by 

fire.

Mesolithic 
1951

The 1951 Cenus showed 
the population of 

Britain was over 50 
million for the first 

time.

2011
The census was 
filled in online 
for the first 

time.

Mesolithic 
2021

The 2021 
census could be 
the last one in 
England and 

Wales.


