
Year 2: On this island

Vocabulary

Folk songs are often passed on by generations 
simply by people singing them. In fact, we 
don't actually know who wrote most 
folk songs.  

Instruments

Musical style: British folk music 

Inspiration
Something that gives you an idea about 
what to create. 

Our inspiration for our soundscapes is the British Isles.

Motif A short melody that is repeated over and 
over again.

Soundscape A piece of music that describes a landscape.

Body percussion
When you hit, tap, or scrape your body to make a 
sound, as you would do with a percussion 
instrument, e.g. slapping your leg, tapping your 
foot. 

Vocal sounds Sounds made with your vocal chords, such 
as talking, singing, humming and shushing.
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STRUCTURE

TEXTURE

DYNAMICS

TIMBRE

PITCH

TEMPO

DURATION

How the music is 
organised into different 

sections.

How many layers 
of sound the 
music has 

(thick or thin).

The speed of the 
music (fast and 

slow).

The volume of the 
music (loud or 

quiet).

The quality of 
sound e.g. smooth, 
scratchy, twinkly.

The length of time 
each note is played 
for (long or short).

How high or low 
a sound is.

Clicking fingers

Clapping

Tapping foot
Singing

Talking Shushing

THE 
INTERRELATED 
DIMENSIONS 
OF MUSIC
The seven main 
building blocks 

of music.

STRUCTURE




